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Upcoming  Events  
at WHMS 

 
For updates to the WHMS calendar,  

go to our website 
www.woodlandhill.org 

 
 
May 25        Memorial Day-No school 
 
May 26        Staff Day 
       No School/Enrichment Available 
 
May 28       10 a.m. Violin Concert 
        6 p.m. Spring Music Concert  
 
May 29       9:15 am Gymnasium and  
                      Cultural Arts Dedication 
 
      7:00 pm Dear Edwina Play 
 
May 30      2:00 pm  Dear Edwina Play 
 
June 1      TEXTBOOK  FORMS DUE  
      9:30 am  Dear Edwina Play  
 
June 2      UE to Nature’s Classroom 
      MS to USS Slater 
      Julie’s class to Berkshire Botanical 
 
June 3     Primary Field Day 
 
June 4      MS Hot Lunch  
 
June 10     Elementary/MS Field Day 
 
June 12      Last Day of School 
    Art Show 
   10 am Moving Up Primary 
   2 pm  Moving Up  EL/ MS 
     
June 21    Fathers’ Day 
 
June 22   Summer Camp Begins 
 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
  
I have some faculty and staff announcements to let you know about. 
  
I have hired a School Counselor to replace Shannon Hutton who is 
staying home with her baby Allison, her fourth daughter! Jane Ben-
son-Rivera is our new School Counselor.  Jane has a Master's de-
grees in Guidance and Counseling from Sage Graduate School and a 
Master's in Educational Administration from SUNY Albany, as well 
as a Bachelor's from SUNY in psychology. She interned at Goff 
Middle School in East Greenbush, and worked in Admissions at 
SUNY Albany.  She is very eager to get to know our students and 
work with our faculty.    
  
Our lower elementary teacher Megan Donnelly-Heg has decided 
that she would like to stay at home with her beautiful daughter 
Coralee, and has resigned from her position.  Fortunately for Wood-
land Hill, Maryann Montgomery has agreed to continue on as our 
lower elementary teacher.  I am very excited that Maryann will join 
our faculty permanently. She has been a Montessori educator for 
many years, first as a former member of our faculty, and then as 
owner and teacher at Morningstar Montessori. We will miss Megan 
very much, and are in hopes that she will rejoin us sometime in the 
future.  
  
Our Spring Concert promises to be a wonderful demonstration of 
our students’ musical talents.  Our school band, led by Scott 
McGovern,  sounds terrific!    Marla Bracco will conduct our Cham-
ber Ensemble and all of our violin groups. Christina Pickreign  will 
direct the Handbell Choir and the WHMS Chorus and Charles Aus-
tin and the Recorder players will perform two songs, including an 
original number called WHMS Rock,  which Charles wrote. Don’t 
miss this concert! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
  
Susan Kambrich 
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Faculty/Staff workshop 
 

On Friday May 8, Matt Carlen, M. Ed.,  of 7th 
Wave Solutions, led a workshop describing with 
uncanny accuracy, the various personality traits of 
Woodland Hill Faculty and Staff members. 7th 
Wave specialize in strategic leadership programs. 
Matt is certified in Leadership Development.   

 
He and his colleague Nancy Brooks administered a 
personality test to the staff. 
 
The DiSC Personality Profile workshop assessed 
individuals based on a brief questionnaire and de-
velop quality leadership development. 
 
Matt facilitated the workshop in an engaging man-
ner, leading the staff toward an insightful view into 
each person’s strengths. 

 

Save the Date for the  
5th Annual WHMS Golf Tournament. 

The Golf Tournament will be held  on  
Friday, September 25 

at Van Patten Golf Course in Clifton Park. 
Later tee time this year!  

  
The format is a modified shotgun.  

Tee time is 1 p.m.  
 

Contact Patrick Cartwright   
golfcartwrights@aol.com)   

or Michael Cavanagh (mpcavs@yahoo.com)  
if you are interested in joining the  

golf tournament committee. 
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Our New Gym 
 
Our brand new 11,000 square foot addition is open  and holding music classes.  The additional 

space has been full of activity.  This year’s upper el Shakespeare pro-
duction,  A Midsummer Night’s Dream, was, by all 
accounts, a rousing success.  Students, parents 
and guests gave rave reviews about the actors, 
directors, costumes and set design. 
 
“I’m very proud of the job the children did,” said 
Andrew McClain, Upper Elementary teacher. 
“Theater and drama offer a very strong learning 
modality out of which everyone gets something. 
The unit includes interdisciplinary lessons and 
there is a hook for everyone.” 
 
On Thursday, parents were invited to a piano recital in the new gym.  
The children performed beautifully in the comfortable new space.   

 
The middle school is performing Dear Edwina, on Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30. 
 
Students will be utilizing the space on Tuesday for the very first enrichment session to be held in 
the new gym.  See attached flyer. 
 
The much needed addition, is already proving to be invaluable. 
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You are invited 

 

WHMS Spring Music Concert 
Thursday, May 28 at 6 pm 

       in the new gymnasium 
 
Featuring: 
 

 The Chamber Music Ensemble  
 School Band  
 Select Chorus  
 Handbell Choir  
 Recorder Ensemble  
 Violinists  

 
                                              
The children have been working hard all year and are really looking for-
ward to performing for everyone! 

                                  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Performers should arrive at 5:30 and go directly to the music room in the new wing.   

Please be “performer ready.”  Wear nice clothes and clean shoes!   
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Montessori Field Days 2009 
Primary Field Day – Wednesday, June 3 

 
We will be starting at 8:40 a.m. on June 3 for a thirty-minute time period per class in play-
ground area.  We plan on offering five stations that will be manned by parent volunteers.  

Keeping in mind that there are 21 children in each class, we would have 4-5 children in each 
station, we will need parent volunteers to help rotate the children through the stations.  We 

would rotate the stations every six minutes. Thanks Wanda  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are in particular need of many Face Painters  and parents to up “ set up” or “ take down.” 

 
Montessori Primary Field Days 

  
Yes, I can help.   Please check below the things you can do. Multiple entries are ok; I can spread out the 
volunteers better.   Any questions - contact wdrazan@localnet.com or call the school between 11:45 to 
12:20 Monday, Wednesday  Thanks Wanda 
 
Primary Field Day ~  I can help with: 
 
Stations  ______        Pre-work ( shopping for supplies)_____ 
Rotating with classes______    I am willing to do any job ____ 
Set up ( ½  hour before)___    Clean up (11:30-12:00)____ 
Buy water balloons___                  Supplies needed (Bubble soap, quart or larger size, face paints and brushes)                  
Bring in ice pop treats_______                                   
Help with Face painting____      
 
Your name_________________________________________   Phone____________  
 
Email________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name____________________________  Child’s Teacher__________________ 

     The stations are the following:   
 
     Station 1 -  Parachute    
     Station 2 -  Hit the target and get a hat 
     Station 3 -  Face painting 
     Station 4 -  Sudzy Bubble station 
     Station 5 -  Pass the water balloon 
 
 

     Primary Field Day Schedule 
 
     Cassandra’s Class - 8:40-9:10 
     Julia’s Class - 9:15-9:45 
     Nancy’s Class - 9:50-10:20 
     Emmy’s Class- 10:25-10:55 
     Liz’s  Class -11:00-11:30 
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HEAD OF SCHOOL CIRCLE 
Priscilla F. Hafner 

 
 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
Anonymous 

Frank and Pat Bossolini 
Karen Cavanagh and John Mason 

The Edmunds Family 
Michael Endler and Lise Hafner 

Charles and Lore Ferguson 
Dr. Phyllis Norton and Dr. Patrick Mottolese  

SEFCU — State Employees Federal Credit Union 
Terri M. Simmons,  

in honor of granddaughter, Kaley Arnof 
 
 

INVESTORS 
Marianne DeMario and Paul Simeone 
David Devaprasad and Tracy Berger 

The Fogel Family 
Frederick and Laura Galt 

Robert and Jocelyn Kivort 
David and Jen Krygowski 

Lane and Sandra McCarthy 
Courtney and Victor Oberting 

The Fredericka V. Slingerland Family Foundation 
Dr. Charles Weissman and Dr. Susan Weaver  

 
 

BENEFACTORS 
Robert and Patricia Altman 

Anonymous (2) 
Christopher and Natasha Bang 

The Chung Family 
Daniel and Sherrie Clune, 

in memory of Judy Grossman 
Ryan Decker and Laura Moody 

The Earley Family 
Dave and Susan Evans 

Anne Marie Haber and Mitch Cohen 
David and Carla Key 

Howard Kibrick and Christine Wasik,  
in memory of Thomas and Ruth Wasik 

Susan LaVigne 
Peter and Diane McCorkle 

Dr. David Picchione and Dr. Nancyann Quimby 
Stuart and Amy Poole 
Jeff and Marie Stark 

 
(continued on next page) 

2008-2009 Annual Fund Donors 

 
As a thank-you, everybody who donates $25 or more to the Annual Fund will get 
their very own environmentally friendly WHMS shopping bag. Made from recycled 
water bottles, this bag is sturdy and attractive.  
 
If you have donated to the Annual Fund, and have not received your shopping bag, 
please e-mail Moira at moira@woodlandhill.org 

 

 

Thank you for your support. We have met our goal of 

$30,000!  
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Meredith and Ray Andrews 
Lisa Elovich Avella,  

in honor of Nico and Camille Avella 
Taeim Bang,  

on behalf of grandson, Alexander Jonathan Bang 
Mary Berger 

Jonathan Berk 
The Blind Family 

Leah Blind 
Cheryl Bovair and Michael Ardman  

Marla T. Bracco 
Janeen and Lorne Browe 

Curtis and Jane Cappellano 
The Chan Family 

Barbara and Mark Changizi 
Norberto and Suki Cintrón,  

in honor of Amar Cintrón 
Jim and Emmy Cole 

Dora and Jerry Connolly, 
in honor of their grandson, Jack Altman 

Sarah and Thomas Crowell 
Terry Cunningham 

Christian Day and Carmel Schettino 
Donna DeLong-Pugliese and Lou Pugliese 

Pat and Emil DeToffol 
Theresa Dott 

Wanda and Don Drazan 
Mary-Jo Ehrlich 

Lee Evans 
Ted and Rachel Eveleth 

Bob and Mary Ann Fantauzzi 
Kyle and Anna Flik 

Susan Jefferson Ford 
Levi Freinberg-Trufas 

Robert and Tamara Gatchell, 
in memory of John P. Bayly 

Sigrid Gernert 
The Gernert-Dott Family 
Laura and John Giarruso 

Wendy and Charles Gilman 
Sharon Graves 

Heather M. Gray 
Bob Green and Nina Loewenstein 

Marilyn Hajar and Thomas Neubauer   
Cassandre and Aaron Hall 

Bernie and Nancy Hillengas 
Rita Hillengas 

Ken Jacobs and Lisa Nissenbaum,  
in honor of Dorothy Nissenbaum 

Oscar and Karina Juarez  

Jim and Susan Kambrich 
Stephen and Gina Kasper, 

in honor of Gabby Kasper 
Latif and Saira Kassam 
Josie and Stanley Kivort 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Klein 

Laura Koennecke 
Kim Kronau and Jim Dunn 
Mohan and Veeneta Lakhani 

Evelyn and Ernie Lail 
Thomas Lail and Tara Fracalossi 

Diane Lanci 
Ann Lapinski and Fred Barker 

Fathima Magdon-Ismail 
Malik and Zainab Magdon-Ismail 

Joe and Stephanie Mahoney 
The Martuscello Family 

Edward and Sandra McGinnis 
Daniel & Emilie-Anne Michaud 
Marion Newton and Chris Heller   

David Nichols and Kathryn Eastman 
Betsy Nicholson, 

In honor of Cadence Rong Young 
Cristin and Francisco Palacios 

Meg Parascandola 
Denis Phayre and Nieves Gonzalez-Montejano 

Anne and Gary Redmond 
Doug Reilly and Gretchen Geser 

Moira Rienzo 
Janis and Fred Rink 
Mrs. Catherine Rinn, 
in memory of Joseph Rinn 

Cyril and Lydia Rodriguez 
Catherine Sager 

Kim and Steve Seabury 
Ben and Barbara Schaffer 
The Schmonsky Family 

Dick and Judy Schmonsky 
Cora and Olaf Stackelberg 

Paul and Megan Stackelberg 
Dan and Erin Sterantino 

Nancy and Norman Tellier 
Denise and Hugo Walpurgis 

Matt Toomey and Leah Walsh 
Patricia A. Ward,  

in honor of Isabella Mesko 
Kevin and Jean Wynne 

The Zhou Family 
 

*As of May 18, 2009 

FRIENDS 


