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CALENDAR EVENTS:

e 5/28 No School - Staff
Development Day

e 5/31 No School - Memorial
Day

® (/2 Spring Concert
10 a.m. Violins only

6 p.m. All music students
e (/8-10 UE to Silver Bay
e (/8 Primary Field Day

e (/11 and 6/12 MS presents
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown

® /12 Friends of WHMS
End-of-Year Picnic

e (/15 LE/UE/MS Field Day
Yearbooks distributed.

® 6/18 Moving Up/Graduation

® (/22 Sue LaVigne’s retire-
ment party 5:00-9:00 pm

A NOTE FROM SUSAN

Dear Families,

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of our school
year. It has been such a pleasure to be the principal of
such a great school, for ten years now, and I am so
proud of all that we have accomplished as a school and
a community!

We opened our new gym wing
on May 8 of last year and we
have been using it almost every
day since. We have had so
many opportunities to use our
stage and gym, from musicals
and plays to concerts and per-
formances. We had our first
WHMS basketball teams,
played volleyball, and enjoyed
indoor recess duting rainy days.
We had a pot luck dinner in
the gym in the fall and hosted
cultural events and basketball leagues. The music, Span-
ish, kitchen, lobby and art space has also been in con-
tinuous use. It has been a joy to see our children using
our new wing in so many ways. How did we ever live
without it?

Thank you to all of our dedicated faculty and staff for
their amazing talent in and out of the classtrooms, along
with their love of the children and their deep commit-
ment to the Montessori Method. I know I am not alone
in appreciating how they show their passion for their
work every day.

Thank you also to our incredibly supportive parents.
You show your dedication to Woodland Hill in so
many ways. Our annual Gala was outstanding, not only
did we have a lot fun together, but we raised additional
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funds to further support the school and our children.
Some of the gala proceeds were used to purchase lights
for our stage; you will enjoy seeing your child on stage
at the Moving Up and Graduation ceremonies on Fri-
day, June 18. We will continue to raise money for more

lighting.

We also thank the Friends of Woodland Hill for their help
in providing an author in residence, Hudson Talbott,
and also for bringing in the shadow puppet theater
production of Sleepy Hollow. They also provided
funding for wireless microphones for our young actors.
The list of parent and grandparent support goes on and
on!

We know parents have a number of choices when it
comes to educating a child in the Capital Region and
we are so glad (truly!) that you have chosen Woodland
Hill for your child and your family. I know I am bi-
ased, but you have chosen the best school in the Capi-
tal Region. Where else can you find such an experi-
enced and dedicated faculty and staff, an excellent cur-
riculum using a scientifically proven learning method
that is seen as the best practice for educating children,
offering an outstanding physical facility at a tuition that
is below other comparable programs? Only here at
Woodland Hill!

We look forward to celebrating the children and all the
many wonderful ways they have grown this year at our
Spring Concert and/or our Moving Up and Gradua-
tion.

Sincerely,

Susan

10 a.m. - Violin concert

Spring Music Concert ~ Wednesday, June 2

(including Magic Violins)

6 p.m. - Band, Chorus, Handbell Choir, Chamber Ensemble,
Orff/Stomp, and Violins
Performers should arrive at 5:30 p.m. and go directly to their assigned room.
Please arrive “performance-ready,” wearing nice clothes and dress shoes.
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Making “Sense” out of Montessori
Edward Fidellow

Montessori is the only educational system that makes
“sense” because it is the only education that starts off
where your child starts - in the world of the senses.
Our babies are born into a sensory wotld — they taste,
they hear, they feel. They spend the first months of
their lives wrapped in these senses. They begin to fo-
cus. Their eyes begin to take in their world. Their ears
become attuned to your voice. They know what it is

ronment, where things are consistent, ordetrly, color-

coded and logical is perceived by the sensory or-
gans before it is perceived intellectually by the con-
scious mind. Every sense is addressed in a logical
progression by the sensorial materials. As adults we
look at it as blocks and colors and strange apparatus
that we perceive as “simple and obvious” but to the

child every experience is

to be wet, to be dry, to be held,
to be hungry, to be satisfied.
Their senses are being refined
day by day. Their hands grasp,
their mouth tastes. They de-
light in the world they are dis-
covering. Their minds are ab-
sorbing, categorizing, defining.
There is a long period of intel-
lectual foundational input be- L.
fore there are any external |
demonstrations of intellectual
development. All the pressure to succeed in the world
does not create the foundation. If our children can
count to twenty or know their ABC’s before they are
three it is a random demonstrations of facts. The
solid academic foundation is built on the building
blocks of the senses.

Twenty five hundred years ago the Greek philoso-
phers observed that, “There is nothing in the mind
that is not first in the hand.” The beginning of intel-
lectual development begins with the senses. The
senses are alive and operative long before the intellect
can explain itself. Dr. Montessori understood the in-
trinsic value of “sensitive periods” when it is possible
to acquite immeasurable gains (literally uncon-
sciously) in language, in orderliness, in understanding
because the senses are totally alive and receptive. It is
the intellect receiving sense messages rather than in-
tellectual messages that creates this great educational
method.

One of the first senses developed is the sense of or-
der. The Montessori environment (where everything
has its own special place) creates a sense of internal
order, well-being and security in your child. The envi-

new and exciting and adds
to the foundation of their
intellectual building blocks.
And they come to this
through their senses — liter-
Al e TR
senses’.

The long progression through
practical life and the sensorial
materials is the preparation for
the intellectual explosion that

occurs in Montessori children. The sensotial educa-
tion includes the sense of sight in the visual discrimi-
nation of dimension. The ‘“famous” Pink Tower
(which I swear looks just like building blocks) is the
beginning of this intellectual marathon.

The red rods, knobless cylinders and all of the other
apparatus are tools to enhance this visual discrimina-
tion of dimension and space, a skill needed for so
many venues in life — like driving. (There’s a scary
thought for when your three year old turns sixteen!)

The Montessori classroom continues to train and re-
fine the senses in the discrimination of color. The
beauty of life and art (and the ability to appreciate,
name and produce) starts with a sense of color — all
presented in the environment.

(cont’d pg. 4)

“Theve (s nothing tn the mind that is not
flrst in the hands.”
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PIANO RECITAL

Our piano instructor, Livia Dennis organized a recital for the WHMS students who
study piano with her this year. The group put on a wonderful recital, highlighting
the skills they have acquired. Performing were Elijah Gach, Ana Stackelberg, Ma-
nasa Bala, Sofia Blitz, Alison Decker, Laura Decker, Amar Citron, Kaitlyn Mowry,
Maris Seabury, Nicole Febus Aira Agrawal, Oliver Nathanielsz, Dantes Tapler, Ve-
ronica Febus, and Jason Eveleth. The recital was very enjoyable.

THE WHMS MIDDLE SCHOOIL PRESENTS:

HARLIE BROWN You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown - The Musical

THE BROADLAY MUSICAL

ShowTimes : June 11 @ 7:30 pm
June 12 @ 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm

Admission: $5 - Children younger than five are free

SoAcET-

There is a limited number of WHMS 2009-2010 yearbooks left to purchase.
They won’t lIast! 1f you forgot to order yours, see Meg for an order form.
Yearbooks will be distributed on Field Day, Tuesday, June 15!

Help us say Thank You to Sue LaVigne for 23 years at WHMS (formerly MSA)!

Sue started way back when... “770 years ago,” she said. As a fitting tribute to her years of
service to our community, we have planned a celebration to honor her, bid her a fond
farewell and remind her how much she is loved.

Please join us at the Normanside Country Club on Tuesday, June 22, 2010
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Tickets are $35 per person.
RSVP by June 15 to Moira Rienzo at mrienzo@woodlandhill.org.
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“We cannot know the con-
sequences of suppressing a
child's spontaneity when
he is just beginning to be
active. We may even suffo-
cate life itself.

That humanity which is
revealed in all its intellec-
tual splendor during the
sweet and tender age of
childhood should be re-
spected with a kind of reli-
gious veneration.

It is like the sun which
appears at dawn or a flower
just beginning to bloom.
Education  cannot  be
effective unless it helps a
child to open up himself to
life.”

~Maria Montessori

Making “Sense”

Continued from Page 2

The “Stereognostic Sense” (my spell checker won’t even accept this two dollar word —
which means, “The perception of the form of an object by means of touch.”) is covered
extensively in a Montessori classroom. All of the triangles, rectangles, polygons and geo-
metric shapes give entry for the child to the shapes of the world. He not only sees them,
but touches them and internalizes (not just memorizes) their qualities and descriptions.
And then we get to the botany cabinet where your child is introduced to the variety of na-
ture’s shapes.

The tactile sense is a refinement of the ability to receive perceptions through touch. The
rough and smooth boards, the touch tablets and the fabric box all contribute to the founda-
tional building blocks.

The auditory sense with the sound boxes and the bells and other musical apparatus tunes
and refines the ear - an important sense skill for listening and for learning other languages.

The thermic sense (dealing with heat) is addressed by the thermic bottles and thermic tab-
lets. The olfactory sense (sense of smell) and taste and the baric sense (dealing with weight)
is addressed and enhanced.

Just like walking and feeling your way
through a dark room, your child literally
senses her way through the educational
world until the lights get turned on and the
conscious intellect begins to build the struc- [
ture of her mind and thoughts. “There is |
nothing in the mind that is not first in the
hands.” The senses are the building block of |
all future academic achievement

WWW.Crossmountainpress.com

GOODBYE MEGAN!

Megan Donnelly-Heg said goodbye to Wood-

land Hill Montessori School on Thursday,
May 27. Megan’s husband, Martin, received a
promotion to become a law judge for the
Workers” Compensation Board in Syracuse.
Megan is starting her new position at the
Montessori School of Syracuse as a Lower
Elementary head teacher.

Congratulations! We’ll miss you.
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YEAR-END CELEBRATIONS!

You are invit;cllrto join us for J () IN US F O R

Primary Moving Up _ ‘
Ceremony ELEMENTARY MOVING-UP
Friday, June 18, 2010 &
10:00am MIDDLE SCHOOL
This is an exciting GRADUATION CEREMONY

end of the year event

All of the primary students
will be performing

FRIDAY, JUNE 18,2010
5:00PM

This is an exciting end of year event

All of the Elementary and Middle School

students will be performing
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Friends of Woodland Hill are happy to invite you to the
FRIENDS FAMILY PICNIC
Saturday, June 12
4 pm.
Barbecue/Music/Games/ Fun for the Whole Family

NV 1O/

"l’ll% :

Meals prepared by The Old Daley Inn Barbecue company.
RSVP by June 4 to friends@woodlandhill.org

TCOCOHITS 1HOSS LN O W
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SOLAR POWERED UPPER EL By AMiNAH PRAILEAU

Solar Cooker Aminah Praileau

Show your WHMS
Pride! Pick up your
BREEEH S

Yesterday, our class made solar
cookers. I made my cooker
with Gabby, Tucker and Veron-
ica. We made it with two
boxes, tin foil, black paint, used
paper and some sticks. It
turned out pretty good.

Our group decided to roast
matrshmallows in out solar

cooker. We put them in the
cooker, then put the cooker
outside in the sun. We had to
wear sunglasses and plenty of
sunscreen so we didn’t burn our
eyes or skin, since the sun’s

harsh heat and light were bounc-
ing off of the tin foil, then into
our eyes and skin. We had to
measure heat and the angle of
the sun so our food cooked as
much as possible. At first we
were going to explode the
marshmallows, but since they
had no gelatin in them, they
needed to be at a higher heat to
melt. So we roasted them. At

first, the temperature was 73°F,
then it was 95°, then 120°, then

finally 151°. T think our solar
cooker was a success.

bumper sticker and tell

the world you love
Woodland Hill

Susan Phillips Read, Associate
Judge of the Court of Appeals

Students in the Middle

“The field trip provided in-

School traveled to Albany
on Thursday to visit the
NY State Court of Appeals.
There they met with Asso-
ciate Judge Susan Phillips
Read who explained what
the court does and why it is
an important component of
our judicial system.

Students came away with
some interesting perspec-
tives about their visit:

sight into our legal system.”

“I thought it was very cool
that there was a secret door
behind where the judge sits.”

“Judge Read explained how
the court works. She told us
about how the Court looks
at cases to see how they were
decided and reviews the laws
in each case.”
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WELL DONE

Congratulations to all students who participated in both
the Northeast String Orchestra and the Little People’s
Orchestra on May 15 and 16.

Marla Bracco is our violin teacher and she praised the
group saying, “The students have been practicing and
preparing for several months and performed very chal-
lenging music at a very high level with a lot of excite-
ment and ease. I am very proud of these students; all
their hard work and dedication really showed at their
performance. Congratulations.”

Northeast String Orchestra

Justin Bruck
Tori Gernert-Dott

Little Peoples Orchestra

Max Heller
Chris Redmond
Conor McGinn

Aidan Singh

Christine Somerville

FREIHOFER’S RUN FOR KIDS!

Jake Colwell invites students to participate in the Freshofer’s Kids’ Run. The Freihofer’s Kids’ Run is scheduled for Sat-
urday, June 5, at the Empire State Plaza as part of the Freibofer’s Run for Women.

Jake will be talking about this run in classes as well as having the children run the corresponding distance to their
age group. He will also be sending pamphlets home for parents to view.

“I highly encourage that you take you child to this event or the Run for Women, even if just to watch. This is an in-
spirational event that promotes physical activity and a healthy lifestyle.”

http:/ /www.freithofersrun.com/kids run.htm
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ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

WHMS ANNUAL FUND
2009-2010

Annual Fund 2009-2010

Leadership Circle

Anonymous

Frank and Pat Bossolini**
Karen Cavanagh and John Mason
Computer Associates, Inc.*
The Edmunds Family
Michael Endler and Lise Hafner
Sarah Hazel
IBM
David and Jennifer Krygowski
Terri M. Simmons**
SEFCU
Koethi Zan & Stephen Metcalf

Investors
Julie Clegg and Lori Hansel
David Devaprasad and Tracy Berger
Frederick and Laura Galt
Marianne DeMario and Paul Simeone
Fredericka V. Slingerland Family Foundation
Chatles Weissman, M.D. and Susan Weaver, M.D

Benefactors
Robert and Patricia Altman
Christopher and Natasha Bang
Anonymous
Janeen and Lorne Browe
Tom and Sarah Crowell
Diana and David Ehtlich
Susan and David Evans
Kelli Flansburg and Patrick Cartwright
Susan and Jim Kambrich
Key Bank Foundation*
Robert and Jocelyn Kivort
Vincent and Kara LaBella
John and Stacey Millet
James and Erika Nickens
The Wynne Family
Meng and Yan Wu

* Matching Gift ** WHMS Grandparents

Friends
Dr. & Mrs. James Adrian,**
in honor of Marilyn Adrian
Ann and Adam Ayers
Cody Anderson
Nancy D. Allen**

Taeim Bang,** in honor of grandsons
Alex and Nicholas Bang
Marcia J. Banta,** in honor of the Banta children
Johanna Binneweg,**
in honor of Dan, John and Gus McCorkle
Cheryl Bovair and Michael Ardman
James A. Bovair**

Steven Bush and Brian Frank
Liz and Tim Cahrenger
The Chan Family
Mark and Barbara Changizi
The Clemente Family
Emmy and Jim Cole
Dora and Gerald Connolly,**
in honor of Jack Altman
Terry Cunningham**

The Day Family
Donna Del.ong-Pugliese and Lou Pugliese,**
in honor of Mairin Kelly
Pat and Emil DeToffol
Rahim and Salimah Dhanani,
in honor of Zoya and Maheen Dhanani
Terry Dott**

Mary-Jo Ehrlich
Chatlotte M. Endler,**
in honor of Jeffrey and Kit Endler
Robert Fantauzzi
The Fogel Family
Susan Jefferson Ford**

The GE Foundation*

Sigrid Gernert**

The Gernert-Dott Family
Gretchen Geser and Douglas Reilly
Wendy and Charles Gilman
Bob and Nina Green
Jennifer Haggerty

Brian and Julee Hallowell

Rita Hillengas**

Laura and Holland Hopson
Ken Jacobs and Lisa Nissenbaum
Gina and Stephen Kasper,
in honor of Gabby Kasper
Laura Koennecke and Jim Moore
Karl and Sharon Klein**
Ernest and Evelyn Lail**
Diane Lanci
PJ and Lisa LaVigne, 7zn honor of Sue 1.al igne
Susan LaVigne**

Marion Newton and Christian Heller
David Nichols and Kathryn Fastman
Jaiyan Ma and Lily Wei
Fathima Magdon-Ismail**

Tony and Rosann Mancini
Laura and Josh Mandel
Daniel & Emilie-Anne Michaud
Mohamed and Sithy Muhsin,**
in honor of Zain and Deen Magdon-Lsmail
Betsy Nicholson, in honor of Cadence R. Young
Stanley and Arlene Nickerson**
Hiroshi and Helen Nishiyama,**
in honor of Alex Nishiyama
Meg Parascandola
Moira Rienzo
Janis and John Rink
Catherine Rinn**

Mr. & Mrs. Cyril & Lydia Rodriguez**
Dick and Judy Schmonsky**
Luke, Maggie and Molly Schmonsky
Cora and Olaf Stackelberg**

Paul and Megan Stackelberg
Pegoy & Larry Suek,** in honor of Ty Ardman
Nancy and Norm Tellier**

Tim and Chtis Toomey,** in honor of Eleanor Toomey
Denise and Hugo Walpurgis
Connie Walsh & Michael Slik,**
in honor of Eleanor Toomey's 5th Birthday
Patricia Ward,** in honor of Isabella Mesko
Bradley White, Gilda Augustine,
and Nicolo White, iz honor of
Andrew McClain & Sandy Blakeman

As of May 27, 2010



