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CALENDAR  EVENTS: 

 12/8 Maryann's Class to Berkshire 
Museum 

 12/9 Hanukkah Ends 

 12/10 Primary Winter Show and 
Primary Violin Concert 10 a.m. 

 12/10 EL/MS Winter Show  6 p.m. 

 12/13 Spelling Bee rehearsal 3 p.m. 

 12/14 Safety Committee Mtg.     
3:30 p.m. 

 12/14  MS Class Trip Parent Mtg.   
4:30 p.m. 

 12/15 Development Committee 
Mtg. 8:30 a.m. 

 12/15 El/MS Violin and Band Con-
cert 6 p.m. 

 12/16 MS Hot Lunch 

 12/17 MS Raffle 

 12/18 WHMS grades 2 & 3 Basket-
ball team @ Averill Park  

 12/20-12/31 Holiday Recess        
No School/Enrichment Available — 
NO ENRICHMENT on December 24 

 12/25 Christmas  

 12/26 Kwanzaa  

 1/1 New Year’s Day    

 1/3 Classes resume 
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Annual Fund Update 8 

THE MESSENGER 

Under the direction of Suzie Dunn, the WHMS Theatre Club performed Willy Wonka 
on Friday, December 3 at 7 p.m. and on Saturday, December 4 at noon. Both shows 
were outstanding! Approximately 100 people attended both performances.  

Thank you to every-
one who attended the 
Annual Meeting and 
turned in proxy votes.  
The Amendment to the 
bylaws was passed. 

WELCOME! Prem Bagul 
is joining Emmy and 
Jodi’s class— 
WHMS welcomes Prem 
and his family to the  
community! 

Christine Wasik and or 
her husband Howard 
Kibrick have attended 
every annual meeting 
since their daughter 

Olivia has been a stu-
dent,  for 11 years!! 

A special Thank You to Meg 
Parascandola for sewing the 
Ooompa-loompa costumes. 



 

Seven students from Woodland Hill’s African 
Drumming class performed as part of the Troy 
Victorian Stroll, held on Sunday, December 5. 
The group, led by Kylie Walpurgis, entertained 
the strollers who stopped at the Peaceful Center 
on Third Street in Troy. They also gave demon-
strations on the drum to several interested adults 
and children.  
 

The Peaceful Center, a yoga studio, served cook-
ies and hot cider. We thank the Peaceful Center 
for hosting us and for their support of WHMS. 
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W H M S  D R U M  A T  T H E  T R O Y  V I C T O R I A N  S T R O L L  

M A G G I E  S C H M O N S K Y  
 –  R E A D I N G  

Maggie 
Schmonsky, 
our reading 
specialist, will 
now be in her 
office five 
days a week.   
 

Maggie currently works four 
days per week with students 
from Kindergarten through 
grade 6. 
 

 Maggie will be working with 
the UE team helping with the 
Writers’ Workshop and offer-
ing assistance to students in 
acquiring reading comprehen-
sion and reasoning skills. 

WHMS Art Teacher Janis Rink has uploaded more artwork onto Artsonia.com, an excit-
ing web-based art museum for children. The site has many benefits which will enhance 
our art program while building up your child’s self-esteem. Students will be able to share 
their artwork with family members and friends. This online museum not only allows fam-
ily members to view the child’s original work, but also offers the option of leaving com-
ments for the children.  
 

Please take a moment to familiarize yourselves with the site. It can be found at 
www.artsonia.com. Type in Woodland Hill to find some of the projects that have re-
cently been published. 
 

2010-2011 Artsonia Fundraiser! Help raise funds for the school arts program! Artsonia 
will donate 15% of every purchase of art keepsakes to the school’s arts program.  

A R T  N E W S  

WHMS African Drummers: (from left) Kylie, Jonathan, 
Jared, Lucas, Alainna and Matthew. Not shown: Alanna. 

Jonathan and Lucas give a demonstration on the African Drums 

T H E  T E C H N O L O G Y  
C O M M I T T E E  

Join us for our next  

Technology meeting,  

January 12, 2011 at 3:15 p.m. 

Thanks to our art 
teacher Janis Rink for 
organizing the project 
and to our parent  
 Artsonia volunteers,  
Josh Mandel and 

 Jill Malouf for photo-
graphing the student's’ 
artwork to post online! 

Are you interested in getting 
involved with exploring the 

development of a Woodland 
Hill High School?  If so, 
please come to the next 

meeting on Tuesday, January 
18 at 4:30! 
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Hannaford Helps Schools 
The Hannaford Helps Schools Pro-
gram ends on  December 5, 2010.  
Send All certificates must be deliv-
ered to WHMS by December 10, 
2010.  
We are also continuing with the fol-
lowing programs: 
•  Price Chopper Tools for Schools 
•  Hannaford Helps Schools 
•  Target Take Charge of Education 

Funding Factory 
WHMS greatly appreciates your 
involvement in any of these pro-
grams. Participation is, of course, 
voluntary but we hope that each 
family will find a way to participate.   
We’ve had great success with these 
“No Effort” fundraising programs 
thanks to your help. 
 

 

E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  E X T R AVA G N A Z A   

On Friday, December 3, the Fall Extracurricular classes 
showcased their talents. Wizardry performed a magic show, 
the African drummers performed, Rock Band played, and 
the Movie Making club debuted Woodland Hill: The Movie. 
Parents and students attended the show and were amazed 
by the performances!  

LOST: 
Aniella Day lost her Nano iPod some-
time last month.  If you find it please 
return it to Aniella, grade 5, in An-
drew’s class. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
Join Randy Cale on Tues. Jan 11 at 6 pm for a 
parent education on child and teen behavior.  
Read the next Messenger for more details. 



 

The Holiday shows are not to be missed! The students in all grade levels work very hard to present a wonderfully 
entertaining concert for all to enjoy.   Thanks to our music faculty for their dedication to the program.  
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On November 24, the students in Enrichment 
prepared and shared a feast of Thanksgiving. 
  
With the help of Diane, Amanda, Lynn, Jada and 
Krysten,  the friends shared a turkey, mashed 
potatoes, rolls, candied carrots and homemade 
cranberry sauce. 

EN R I C H M E N T 
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The Middle School held its Annual Food Drive to bene-
fit Concerns U, a charitable organization in Rensselaer. 
 

Our Challenge this year was to collect 100 jars or cans 
of gravy and 100 boxes of instant mashed potatoes!   
 

The response to our food drive was better that ex-
pected.! 
 

Concerns U provided over 250 families in southern 
Rensselaer County with a Thanksgiving meal. Concerns 
U provides food to over 700 families on an on-going 
basis.  
 

Thanks to the generosity of our community the Middle 
School was able to donate 125 boxes of mashed pota-
toes, 132 jars of gravy and 35 miscellaneous items. 
 

Staff member Roger Fallon donated the remainder of 
the goods necessary to reach and surpass our goal. We 
are very thankful for his generosity and the generosity of 
all who have donated.    
 

Thank you for your generosity during the holidays. 
-The Middle School 
 

 
 

The Middle School also $137.70 for UNICEF during their 
trick or treat campaign.  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  N E W S  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  W I N T E R  G R E E N S  S A L E  
To raise  funds for their year-end trip, The Holiday Green sale was a new addition 
to the MS’s student-run business program. The sale was a HUGE success! The Mid-
dle School sold nearly 100 items from the Bee Green Fundraising event held during 
the month of November. Thank you for your support! 

 

Watch for information about the 
Middle School Raffle to be held 
on December 17. 
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In order to build an even stronger school community, WHMS has asked a parent 
from each class to host a party in their home.  WHMS helped to sponsor these social 
gatherings and each has been a great way for people to meet one another—outside of 
school—  and experience an even greater feeling of connection to our school com-
munity.  
 
Thank you to the gracious host parents from each class. 
 
Liz & Kristen   Christopher and Natasha Bang 
 
Emmy & Jodi  Giselle McDowell 
 
Valerie & Leah  Patrick Cartwright and Kelli Flansburg 
 
Nancy & Ashley Tony Dawson and Kim Mayer  
        
Sandy & Olga  Vincent and Kara LaBella 
 
Maryann & Ann Jim and Erika Nickens 
 
Julie & Kristi  Erik and Cheryl Ledet 
 
Upper El  Fred and Laura Galt 
 
Middle School  Pete and Diane McCorkle 
 
Cassandre & Lourdes Chris and Susan Calyer will be hosting one soon. 

CO M M U N I T Y BU I L D I N G   

"Individual activity is the one factor that stimulates and produces  development, and this is  not more true  for the little ones of preschool age than it is for the  
junior, middle, and upper school children."  Dr. Maria Montessori 

Patrick Cartwright 
summed up the 

party he and Kelli 
hosted, “At the    
beginning of the 

event, Julie Clegg, 
Charlie’s mom, 
suggested name 
tags. But by the 

end of the evening  
we knew one  

another  
and realized we 

didn’t need them.”  

H O L I D A Y  R E C E S S  E N R I C H M E N T  
 
Please note there is no enrichment on Friday, December 24 

*Friday, December 31 enrichment is available until 4 pm. 

If you are in need of enrichment care for any of the dates listed 
below please 

circle the dates and complete your child/children’s information. 

12/20 12/21 12/22 12/23 12/27 12/28 12/29 12/30 12/31* 

Child’s Name ____________________Teacher ______________ 

Child’s Name ____________________Teacher ______________ 

Child’s Name ____________________Teacher ______________ 

December Enrichment  ______$45 (per child) 

***Please note your child will need lunch and snacks*** 

Please remember this is a peanut free program 

In order to staff the enrichment programs properly it is important 
to know the number of children attending each day so if you are in 
need of enrichment care please return this form or email Diane 
Carusone-McGinn at dmcginn@woodlandhill.org 

 

There are no refunds for enrichment days. In order to receive a 
credit we must be notified three business days in advance of your 
reservation. 

($5 cancellation fee will apply) 

 

 Download  Form 



 

Leadership Circle 
Marianne DeMario and Paul Simeone 

Michael Endler and Lise Hafner 
Frederick and Laura Galt 

Bob and Nina Green 
Sarah Hazel 

Debbie and Jonathan Ripchick 
 
 

Investors 
Robert and Jocelyn Kivort 
Vincent and Kara LaBella 

Kathryn and David McCorkle* 
Cyril and Lydia Rodriguez* 

 
 

Benefactors 
Chris and Susan Calyer 

Christine and James Chung 
Joan D. Couch* 

Pat and Emil DeToffol 
Laura and Geoff Dunn 

Diana and David Ehrlich 
Susan and David Evans 

The Gernert-Dott Family 
Susan and Jim Kambrich 
Laura and Josh Mandel 

The Fogel Family 
Target Take Charge of Education 
David and Nancy Picchione 

Tobi and Gary Saulnier 
Connie Walsh & Michael Slik,*                                                            

in honor of Eleanor and Frances Toomey  

 
 

Friends 
Nancy D. Allen 

American Clothing Recycling Co. Inc. 
Joseph Apuzzi* 

Michael Ardman and Cheryl Bovair 
Niranjan Baji and Vinita Shekhar,  

in memory of Mr. K. Bhimarao 
Taeim Bang,* in honor of Nicholas Bang 

Leah Blind 
Esther Bruck* 

Liz and Tim Cahrenger 
Jake Colwell 

Dora & Jerry Connolly,* in honor of John Patrick Altman 
Terry Cunningham* 

Carmel Day and Christian Schettino 
Janet and Jason Eveleth* 

Mrs. Eckman* 
Mary-Jo Ehrlich 

Green Fiber 
Cassandre Hall 

Danielle and Jake Hall 
Marion Newton and Christian Heller 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Klein,* in honor of Caroline and Julia Galt 
Thomas Lail and Tara Fracalossi 

Ye Liu and Zhigang Qiu 
The Ma Family 

Heidi and David Nathanielsz 
Maria Papa 

Meg Parascandola 
The Peaceful Center 

Moira K. Rienzo 
Janis Rink 

Maggie and Luke Schmonsky 
Olaf and Cora Stackelberg* 

Peggy & Larry Suek,* in honor of Ty Ardman 
Nancy and Norman Tellier 

Patricia Ward 
Brad White and Jill Augustine 

Kevin and Jean Wynne 

Thank you to all those families 
who have donated so far!  

We have raised $15,678!  
Make your donation online:  

Go to www.woodlandhill.org and click 
on Giving at WHMS,                              

then Donate Now 

*denotes WHMS Grandparent 
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